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Headlines scream across the nation as a country in near panic pleads for the capture of the killers.

With little progress, U.S. President Samuel Schroeder asks Jack McCall, a veteran of the CIA and

Defense Intelligence, to head up a special multi-agency task force to find the killers. A frustrated and

unhappy FBI designates, as its representative, Rachel Johnstone, an agent with whom Jack has

had some personal history. The Third Coincidence unfolds amidst continued assassinations,

accusations that the president is attempting to form his own secret police, and confirmation hearings

for reluctant nominees to fill the vacant positions while the Supreme Court struggles to sustain a

quorum. Will a terrorist group or a mad assassin succeed in destroying these revered intuitions? In

the spirit of The Day of the Jackal and The Manchurian Candidate, this story is juxta-posed through

the eyes of both the hunter and the hunted as the devious plot to change America hurdles forward.
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A Justice of the Supreme Court is murdered. Inexplicably, the Supreme Court Police fail to enhance

their protection of the remaining Justices, making it easy for a second Justice to be assassinated.

Then a Federal Reserve Governor is killed, followed by more targets from the Court and the Fed.



Despite the absence of evidence that a foreign power is responsible for the assassination, the

president asks a CIA agent to assemble a task force to find the killer. In the real world, every

available FBI and Secret Service agent would be investigating the murders, plus the local police, the

U.S. Marshal's Office, the Supreme Court Police, and any other law enforcement agency that could

reasonably justify sharing in the glory of finding the killer. In the world of The Third Coincidence, the

crime is solved by Jack McCall and a handful of people who spend most of their time eating meals

together and thinking lustful thoughts about each other.Finding the killer should take all of thirty

seconds given that he's a crackpot whose political grievances are inconsistent and laughable, but

the novel posits this loony toon as a serious threat to governmental institutions. Frankly, if it were

that easy for deranged individuals with screwy political beliefs to kill important members of

government, we wouldn't have a government. That murders of highly placed officials would continue

to occur when those officials are under constant surveillance requires more credulity than I was able

to muster.I'm tired of thrillers that imagine the hero to be a personal friend of the president,

particularly when they lead to inane dialog like this: "`I often think about those nights we spent in

embassy kitchens eating your homemade ice cream,' the president said ....
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